Essay Outline
Introductory Paragraph
Background Information or Quote or Question (HOOK THE READER)
Sentence Introducing Topic 1 – Key concept, idea, argument
Sentence Introducing Topic 2 – Key concept, idea, argument
Sentence Introducing Topic 3 – Key concept, idea, argument
*(optional) Sentence Introducing Topic 4 – Key concept, idea, argument 
*(optional) Sentence Introducing Topic 5 – Key concept, idea, argument 
Thesis Statement – THIS IS YOUR POINT FOR WRITING - acts as a transition, summarizes main concepts

Main Body Paragraph # 1
Topic Sentence

Introduces the main idea of the entire paragraph

Supporting Sentences (minimum 5)

Examples/Details/Descriptions

Transitional Sentence 
Concludes paragraph and leads into the next
Main Body Paragraph # 2

Topic Sentence

Introduces the main idea of the entire paragraph

Supporting Sentences (minimum 5)

Examples/Details/Descriptions

Transitional Sentence 
Concludes paragraph and leads into the next
Main Body Paragraph # 3

Topic Sentence

Introduces the main idea of the entire paragraph

Supporting Sentences (minimum 5)

Examples/Details/Descriptions

Transitional Sentence 
Concludes paragraph and leads into the next
Main Body Paragraph # 4 (OPTIONAL)

Topic Sentence

Introduces the main idea of the entire paragraph

Supporting Sentences (minimum 5)

Examples/Details/Descriptions

Transitional Sentence 
Concludes paragraph and leads into the next
Main Body Paragraph # 5 (OPTIONAL)

Topic Sentence

Introduces the main idea of the entire paragraph

Supporting Sentences (minimum 5)

Examples/Details/Descriptions

Transitional Sentence 
Concludes paragraph and leads into the next
Concluding Paragraph
Restate your Thesis Statement – IN DIFFERENT WORDS

Sentence Summarizing Main Ideas of Topic 1 (1st body paragraph)
Sentence Summarizing Main Ideas of Topic 2 (2nd body paragraph)
Sentence Summarizing Main Ideas of Topic 3 (3rd body paragraph)
*Sentence Summarizing Main Ideas of Topic 4 (4th body paragraph)
*Sentence Summarizing Main Ideas of Topic 5 (5th body paragraph) 

Finish on a strong note.  (After your thesis and opening sentence, the last sentence of your essay is the most important).
